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tradesmen, and gentlemen even, wore petticoats of camblet, lined with dyed
linen, stuffed with wool and horsehair and quilted, these were also worn day
by day till they were rotten.
A great change was produced by improvement in the manufacture of
cotton goods.
These were found to be less expensive and as it was necessary to wash them,
cleanliness followed almost as a matter of course. . . . This very material
change was not confined to the better sort of the people as they were called
... it descended, although rather slowly, to the very meanest of the people,
all of whom so far as respects females, wear washing clothes. Cleanliness in
matters of dress was necessarily accompanied by cleanliness in other partic-
ulars, and this again by the desire to possess more conveniences, and better
utensils, and thus again the houses of tradesmen and the rooms of working
people came to be kept in better condition, to be better furnished and in all
respects neater than formerly. Part of the money formerly spent at the ale-
house was applied for these commendable purposes, and yet they were con-
demned as luxuries, by moralists and religionists and magistrates.114
He summarizes the causes of the decline in the London death-rate
between 1700 and 1821.
Much of this is attributable to the increased salubrity of the Metropolis,
much to the increase of surgical or medical knowledge, much also to the
change that has taken place not only in London, but all over the country, in
the habits of the working classes, who are infinitely more moral and more
sober, more cleanly in their persons and their dwellings, than they were
formerly, particularly the women, partly from the success of the cotton
manufacture.,. partly from increased knowledge of domestic concerns and
general management of children. Notwithstanding the vice, the misery and
disease which still abounds in London, its general prevalence has been greatly
diminished. •*• ^

